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“Recalling Celilo,”
Woody writes:

‘“‘Historically, the Wyampum lived at
Wyam for over 12,000 years. Estimates
vary, but Wyam is among the longest
continuously inhabited communities in
North America. The elders tell us we
have been here from time immemorial.

“Today we know Celilo Falls as a
lost landmark. It was a place as re-
vered as one’s own mother.”

Woody goes on to write:

‘“What happened at Wyam was more
significant than entertainment. During
the day, women cleaned large amounts
of finely cut fish and hung the parts to
dry in the heat of the arid landscape.
So abundant were the fish passing
Wyam on their upriver journey that
the fish caught there could feed a
whole family through the winter. Many
families had enough salmon to trade
with other tribes or individuals for spe-
cialty items.

‘““No one would starve if they could
work. Even those incapable of physical
work could share other talents. It was
a dignified existence.”

The tribes called themselves ‘‘salmon
people.” And it is easy to understand
why. In 1805, Lewis and Clark esti-
mated seeing five tons of dried salmon
stacked in a single village near the
Dalles.

The dawn of the 20th century brought
change to the area with the construc-
tion in 1913 of the Dalles-Celilo Canal,
providing the first safe passage around
the falls. Then in the 1930s and 1940s,
more pressures built as down-river
communities suffered from floods, river
traffic increased, and a Nation at war
needed more electricity to power its in-
dustry.

In 1950, Congress authorized the con-
struction of the Dalles Dam, and on
March 10, 1957, the gates of this river-
blocker closed and within hours, si-
lence overtook Celilo Falls, Wyam and
the way of life known for centuries.

Now, plans for construction of the
dam were battled by Chief Tommy
Thompson as he and the tribal mem-
bers knew that the end of the falls
would mean the end of life as they had
known it. But they could not stop the
effort. Their village was relocated. The
government paid tribal members in
one-time sums of nearly $4,000, and
promised sustained fisheries and access
to new fishing sites.

Layfee Foster, of the Dalles, took
this famous photograph of Chief
Tommy Thompson and his wife, Flora,
and their granddaughter, Linda
George, whom I met at the ceremony
at Celilo Falls last month.

I would like to read from Mr.
Netboy’s book again, as he eloquently
states the last of the first salmon rites
that were held in April of 1956. He
writes:

“On Sunday, April 20, 1956, when the
Dalles Dam was about to be enclosed
and the Celilo fishery, dating back to a
long forgotten time would be inun-
dated, I witnessed the last of the first
salmon rites at Celilo village. The day
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was warm and sunny, and hundreds of
tribesmen gathered for this sad occa-
sion on the banks of the Columbia, the
women wearing multi-colored flowing
dresses and scarves, and the men awk-
ward-fitting store clothes. Emissaries
of Tommy Thompson, chief of the host
band, the Wyams, said to be over 100
yvears old, had to seek elsewhere than
the Columbia for salmon because an
early spring thaw in the mountains
made it impossible to use the historic
site to catch enough fish for the fes-
tival. They bought 400 pounds of salm-
on in Portland, and members of Warm
Springs Reservation who had fishing
rights at Celilo helped out with dona-
tions of venison and roots for the occa-
sion.

“The stolid, bronze-colored chief sat
at the head table in the longhouse, sur-
rounded by silent and respectful tribes-
men squatting on mats on the earthen
floor. Outside, slabs of salmon were
being smoked over log fires tended by
women, just as when Lewis and Clark
camped here in 1805 and smoked a pipe
of peace with the chief.

““Chief Thompson blessed the first
fish caught a few days before and made
a speech in his native language that
was charged with emotion. Before it
was over, the vigorous old man was
weeping. Although I did not understand
a word, I could imagine the feelings
that inspired him as he saw the last bit
of land held by the tribe about to go
underwater and the ancient pictur-
esque fishery disappear. He had seen
the white settlers pour into the valley,
and the baleful impact they made on
the natives’ culture. The churning
river where he had fished as a youth,
from rickety platforms, would become
a placid lake. There were tears in the
eyes of many who listened to him.

“When the First Salmon rites were
concluded, the chief permitted news-
men to photograph him with his
younger wife, Flora. Usually the fes-
tival lasted a few days, but this time it
was confined to one. There were bone
games in the afternoon and dances in
the evening. The next morning the
Portland Oregonian reported an inter-
view with Henry Thompson, son of the
chief, who said, and I quote, ‘When the
dam is finished and there are no more
fish at Celilo, my father will still live
here and will die here. I too will die
here. Both of us were born at Celilo,
and here,’ pointing to the Indian ceme-
tery on a bluff of the village, ‘amid the
rimrock, we will be buried.’

“Tommy Thompson died 3 years
later, and without him, without the
roaring falls, and with salmon caught
elsewhere, the First Salmon cere-
monies held occasionally at the new
Celilo village built by the Corps of En-
gineers on the bluff lost their flavor
and meaning and were eventually aban-
doned.”

Today the Dalles Dam employs 150
people, generates enough electricity to
power two cities the size of Portland,
Oregon, helps control run-off in the
spring. The power it produces makes no
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carbon emissions and is 90 percent effi-
cient.

Today the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers is rehabilitating the Celilo vil-
lage, spending $13 million to build a
new sewer plant, new houses, a play-
ground, school and update the water
and electrical system. A new longhouse
was completed last year.

Today we memorialize the situation
at Celilo, the loss of that great falls
and the work that remains ahead.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to yield to the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) as much time
as he may consume.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the gentleman’s courtesy,
and I am pleased to join with my col-
leagues from Oregon in recognizing the
importance of the anniversary of the
flooding of Celilo Falls.

Mr. Speaker, we have, in the North-
west, I think, in recent years, started
to re-evaluate our relationship to na-
tive peoples and to the special sites
that are holy for them.

I remember in my youth Celilo Falls
when it was a site of the native fishing,
going by on a train, watching the dip
netting, pulling these fish from the
falls. It was something that I didn’t
properly appreciate at the time. People
in my own family were talking about
the great dam that was about to be
constructed, and using it as a meta-
phor for progress in our community.

Well, transforming the mighty Co-
lumbia River into a machine that has
aided navigation and electric genera-
tion has had many positive aspects for
the Pacific Northwest, but it has been
devastating for the Native Americans.

Sadly, our history, since the treaty
of 1855, has been one where we have not
always honored even the provisions in
those treaties to Native Americans.
And particularly the site at Celilo,
where we are talking about over 10,000
years of history, strikes special signifi-
cance. It is an unparalleled meeting
point for people of native tribes that,
slowly but surely, now we are starting
to recognize, starting to appreciate,
the Federal Government is starting to
invest in working with them to restore
the heritage. I hope that this recogni-
tion of the significance of the 50th an-
niversary of the flooding of the falls
might be another signal that we are ap-
preciating our responsibility in part-
nership with native people, the need to
work with them in terms of first foods,
in terms of historic sites, in terms of
restoring the spirit of partnership in
those treaties too often that has not
been observed.

I appreciate my colleague, Congress-
man WU, bringing this forward. I appre-
ciate the Congress focusing attention
on it today, but I hope it is the begin-
ning of a more sustained effort to keep
faith with our native people.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I cannot
enhance or extend the word pictures
given by my colleague from Oregon and
would, therefore, reserve the balance of
my time.



